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From the Director’'s Desk ...

Dear friends, colleagues, and donors,

| believe | have said many times before
what a joy it is to be able to
communicate with you and update you
about Centre business and that will
never grow old.

Work at the Centre continues as usual.
In addition to pregnancy options, post
abortion  counselling and related
activities, we are currently involved in
services that invest in the improved life
circumstances of the next generation.
Both the Sexual Health talks in schools
and youth groups, and the Mom‘N’'Me
time group serve to help the next
generation make better sexual health
choices and raise healthier children,
respectively.

Thank you to each one of you who has
continued to support the Centre over the
years either through praying, volunteer-
ing, or blessing the Centre financially.
Please read below a little bit about how
“love in action” has touched our clients.

client Testimonies

| would like to start off by saying how
much this organization means to
persons like me. | moved here from
Halifax, with no family and | utilize the
services as needed. It makes me feel
supported and confident that my baby
and | will be okay. The centre has
become my family as | walk through my
journey. Every time | leave [the Centre] |
am uplifted, my spirits are good. | would
like to thank you all for your help and
support it means the world to me. :=)
(M. Husbands).
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When Lily (not her real name) a 15 year
old girl came into the centre, it was
mostly because she was confused
about what to do about her pregnancy.
Both Lily and her boyfriend were from a
cultural background that would shun
them for having a child outside of
wedlock. However, Lily's mother
seemed much more understanding and
was willing to support Lily in her
decision. Her father, not so much; in fact
she was so worried about his reaction
that she did not tell him. During her time
in the counselling room, Lily was worried
about everybody’s feelings but her own.
She was encouraged to consider the
feelings of those involved but to
remember that she would be the one
having to make the final decision. Lily
expressed much ambivalence about the
whole situation: wanting to keep and
parent her baby but worried that her
boyfriend would be ostracized from his
family if they found out he had sired a
child. She also expressed much fear of
abortion and the abortion methods used.
She has been encouraged to come back
to the centre with her boyfriend so that
he too can get some options
counselling. As | write this, Lily has still
not made a decision. Her morning
sickness lasts all day and she feels she
is gaining weight. She still feels much
confusion over the pending decision.
Her mother, the only person that knows,
says that Lily must make the decision.
At fifteen, Lily is faced with making one
of the biggest and most important
decisions in her life. Please join us in
praying for her to make a life-affirming
choice.




Please watch for the Annual Baby Bottle drive coming to your local church soon. We will
conduct this drive in the two usual phases, so watch for the one that will include your
church. The first will run from May 8 (Mother's Day) to June 19 (Fathers’ Day). The
second will run from September 4™ (Sunday before Labour Day) to October 9" (Sunday
before Thanksgiving).

We will conduct a volunteer training seminar  from March 28Mto April 1% from 7:00 pm
to 9:30 pm each evening at the Centre. Several volunteer positions are open with the
Centre. We are specifically looking for people with administrative and organizational
abilities, or interest in counselling, phone counselling, and public speaking. If you or
anyone you know are/is interested in volunteering for the Centre, please contact us at
604-856-9151 and plan to attend the seminar

nAnnual Dinner

Many of you are aware that we just celebrated our annual dinner on February 19". We
are grateful to the 130 of you who were able to attend and help make the evening a
success. As the balloon auction has proved so popular in the past, we focused our
preparations there, and with that, a small silent auction, and your generous donations, the
evening netted about $5,500, or nearly 85% of what we need for a month. Thank you!

It was a fun-filled time with Hon. Senator Gerry St. Germain as our MC and two other
friends, Geoff Brown and Jennifer Sinclaire, providing music; and the food was great!
The highlight was our keynote speaker, BC Lions defensive coach Mark
Washington. Did he miss a calling as a motivational speaker? With wit & humour, Mark
was able to make a connection between coaching football and the work of the
pregnancy centre. He encouraged the volunteers to carry on when things get tough,
like a football player starting the 4™ quarter with every muscle in his body crying out for
a break: hang in there, you can do it! He challenged the rest of us to stand behind
them, always keeping before us the Centre's life-affirming goals

Mark Washington




Sen. Hon. Gerry St. Germain Gu est purchasing balloon

Gue st's enjoying Mark's talk

We would value any way you could help us in the following areas of need:
o Prayer for wisdom for our board as they continue to seek God’s direction for the Centre

o Dedicated volunteers to serve on the board and in the office as God would lead
0 Monthly donors to help maintain the operating costs of the Centre

\Nishing you a Happy Eastg,.

Thank you God for the Cros$




